U.S. History
World War II Study Guide

Name:_____________________________________

Period:____

1.  “I fear all we have done is to awaken a sleeping giant, and fill him with a terrible resolve….”  

a. Who said this?

b. What was he talking about?  What was the “sleeping giant,” and what had awakened and angered it?

2. Go to the Freedom Shrine on the 2nd floor hallway leading toward the library.  Identify the five historical documents from World War II, and describe the topic of each one of them.

3. In the Freedom Shrine document of General Anthony McAuliffe’s Christmas message during the 1944 Battle of the Bulge (this is one of the 5 WWII documents from #2), what was McAuliffe’s response to the German commander’s order to surrender?  

4. General George S. Patton (major victories, how was he viewed by the enemy):

5. Benito Mussolini:

6. Winston Churchill:

7. Joseph Stalin:

8. Dwight D. Eisenhower:

9. Douglas MacArthur:

10. Franklin D. Roosevelt:

11. Harry S Truman:

12. Hideki Tojo:

13. Isoroku Yamamoto:

14. Hirohito:

15. Erwin Rommel:

16. Holocaust:

17. Axis Powers:

18. Allies:

19. Hiroshima:

20. Nagasaki:

21. Munich Conference (outcome):

22. Battle of the Bulge (outcome and significance):

23. Pearl Harbor (significance):

24. Maginot Line (where was it, what was its purpose):

25. Nonaggression pact (who was involved, why did they agree to it):
26. Island hopping strategy (where was it used, how did it work):

27. Operation Barbarossa:

28. Lend-Lease Act (when was it passed, what did it do, what were its outcomes):

29. Battle of Midway (outcome & significance):

30. Battle of El Alamein (outcome & significance):

31. Battle of Stalingrad (outcome & significance):

32. What act marks the beginning of World War II, and when did it happen?

33. Totalitarianism (what is it, what countries practiced it during WWII):

34. What country was invaded and conquered by Italy in 1935?

35. Operation Overlord:

36. Battle of Guadalcanal (outcome, how it helped the U.S.):

37. Battle of Iwo Jima (events, outcome, significance):
38. Battle of Okinawa (events, outcome, significance):

39. Battle of Monte Cassino (outcome, significance):

42. Describe the American home front during World War II in regard to


a. Industrial output:


b. Conservation of needed materials and supplies:


c. Patriotism and public information about the war:

43.What ceremonial act officially ended World War II?

44. Explain the decisions made at the Yalta Conference, why FDR was criticized for them, and why FDR agreed to such terms (which favored Stalin and the Soviet Union).
45. Explain the effects of World War II on each of the following – 


a. Women


b. African Americans


c. Japanese Americans

