U.S. History
Vietnam War Era
Unit Packet

Name: ____________________________________________			Period: ____

Instructions:  Use the information presented in the Power Point and lectures for this unit to answer the following questions.  The questions are in the same order as the information presented in the Power Point.
1. In the 1960 election Democrat ______________________________________ ran for president against Republican _______________________________________; this was the first election in which _________________________________________ played a key role.

2. ___________________________ won and was elected president in 1960.

3. JFK was America’s first-ever _________________________________ president.

4. With what Broadway play was the JFK presidency compared?

5. One of JFK’s first actions as president was to approve a CIA-backed invasion of ________________ at the _________________________________________ in an attempt to overthrow _______________________________________.

6. Was the Bay of Pigs invasion successful for JFK?

7. How did the Bay of Pigs make JFK and the U.S. look?

8. After the Bay of Pigs, what did the Soviets decide to install in Cuba?

9. How many people escaped from East Berlin to West Berlin each year during the 1950s?

10. Who did JFK meet with in Vienna?

11. What separated East Berlin and West Berlin from 1961 to 1989 and was a symbol for the entire Cold War?

12. What happened at the Brandenberg Gate on October 27-28, 1961?



13. What did JFK create to fight poverty – and communism – in poor countries around the world?

14. What was the missile gap?



15. M.A.D. stood for ____________________________________________________, and the idea was that neither the U.S. nor the USSR could start a nuclear war because ______ _______________________________________________________________________.

16. The _________________ __________________ ______________________ began on October 14, 1962 when a U.S. U-2 spy plane spotted Soviet nuclear missile sites being built in Cuba.

17. JFK chose to ____________________________________________ Cuba to prevent the Soviets from delivering more missiles there, but also planned to ____________________ Cuba once the missiles already there became operational.

18. In the end the Soviets agreed to ______________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________, but the Cuban Missile Crisis is still the closest we’ve ever come to _________________ _________________________.

19. Why was Che Guevara not really as “cool” as some people now make him out to have been?


20. Who took control of Cuba by early 1959 and turned it into a communist dictatorship?

21. What urban legend about Castro turned out not to be true?


22. Who was the Director of the FBI from 1924 until his death in 1972?

23. Who was the most famous civil rights movement leader?

24. JFK’s record on civil rights was mixed because although he appointed some blacks to key government positions, he also appointed ______________________________________ to appease southern Democrats.

25. What did the Freedom Riders do in the summer of 1961?


26. What happened when James Meredith enrolled as the first black student in the history of the University of Mississippi?


27. What happened when Martin Luther King led a peaceful protest against segregation in Birmingham, Alabama in April 1963?


28. Who was George Wallace?

29. What did Wallace do to stop black students from integrating the University of Alabama in June 1963?

30. What promise did Wallace make about segregation?


31. What did Wallace run for in 1968, 1972, and 1976?

32. How did Wallace change after being shot in 1972?


33. On June 11, 1963, what did JFK ask Congress to do?


34. Medgar Evers was the ________________________________________________ who was ___________________________________ the night after JFK’s civil rights speech.

35. The August 28, 1963 March on Washington was highlighted by ___________________’s “___________________________________________________________” speech.
36. What happened at the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham on September 15, 1963?


37. Who was Ngo Dihn Diem?

38. Who were the Viet Cong?


39. Who was Ho Chi Minh?

40. What happened to Diem?


41. President John F. Kennedy was _____________________________ in _____________ (what city) on ___________________________________ (month, day, year).

42. JFK was shot by ____________________________________________________.

43. What did Jack Ruby do?

44. What was the purpose of the Warren Commission?


45. What did the Warren Commission decide about the JFK assassination?


46. For Americans who lived through it, how is the JFK assassination similar to the attack on Pearl Harbor?


47. Who became president when JFK was killed?

48. In the 1964 election, Democrat ____________________________________ defeated Republican candidate ____________________________________________________, partly because of sympathy for JFK and partly because the Democrats portrayed the Republican candidate as a _________________________________________________.



49. On the civil rights front, the summer of 1964 was called both “_____________________ ____________________________” because of the push to register new voters, and “the _____________ ___________ _____________________________” because of the racial violence that happened.

50. Who were the three civil rights workers murdered by the Ku Klux Klan in Mississippi on June 21, 1964?

51. What popular movie was made about the FBI’s investigation of these murders?

52. Although southern senators like _____________________________________ tried to kill the 1964 Civil Rights Act, it was saved in the Senate by Senator ____________ ______________________________ from ________________________________(!).

53. The 1964 Civil Rights Act basically got rid of what type of state laws in the South?

54. How was the passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act also a turning point for America’s political parties?


55. What did the 24th Amendment outlaw?

56. What was the main goal of the Selma to Montgomery March in March 1965?


57. What did the Voting Rights Act of 1965 allow?


58. Who did affirmative action policies give an advantage in job hiring and college admissions?


59. Critics of affirmative action say it is ___________________ ______________________ against ____________________ ________________________.

60. From 1965 to 1968, over 100 ________________ ____________________ occurred in the U.S., the worst being the one in ___________________________________ in August 1965 and the one in _________________________ in 1967.

61. What group was founded by Elijah Muhammad?
62. What strange theory did Elijah Muhammad have about white people?


63. After joining Elijah Muhammad’s Nation of Islam, boxing champion Cassius Clay soon changed his name to: __________________________________________________.

64. What follower of Elijah Muhammad broke away and formed his own black Muslim civil rights group?

65. What happened to Malcolm X?

66. Who started the “Black Power” movement?

67. The ____________________ ________________________ Party grew out of the Black Power movement and was soon challenged by a violent rival group called ___________ ___________________, whose leader, Ron Karenga, was backed by the ____________.

68. The FBI investigated Martin Luther King because it believed he may have been working with _________________________________________; in 1967, King also began protesting against the ______________________________________________________.

69. Martin Luther King was assassinated on ________________________ (month, day, year) by _______________________________________________________.

70. In an attempt to surpass the New Deal, President Johnson pushed Congress to create the largest federal aid package ever, a program that he called the “______________________ ________________________________________;” this program created _________________________________ and Medicaid and included over 500 _________________________ laws.

71. Widespread distribution of food stamps, welfare, and public housing were all part of the Great Society’s ____________________ __________ ___________________________.

72. The Great Society’s anti-pollution laws were partly the result of the book Silent Spring by __________________________________________, which warned of the dangers of chemical pesticides like _________________; its auto safety laws were prompted by the book Unsafe at Any Speed by ______________________________________________.

73. What is a major criticism of LBJ and his Great Society?
74. What did the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution do?


75. What was Operation Rolling Thunder?


76. The start of the Vietnam War for the U.S. came when _______________ sent ________________________________________ to fight the Viet Cong in South Vietnam in 1965; by the end of 1965, the U.S. had _______________ troops in South Vietnam.

77. Three main reasons the U.S. was in Vietnam:

a. To stop the ________________________________ from taking effect.
b. To stop _____________________________________________ early.
c. To protect America’s reputation as the __________________________ _________________________________________________________.

78. How did the American public’s opinion about the Vietnam War change over time?


79. Who was Robert McNamara?

80. What did the Pentagon Papers find?


81. What was the turning point of the Vietnam War?

82. What did the Viet Cong do during the Tet holiday cease-fire in late January 1968?


83. Who won the fighting on the battlefield during Tet?

84. At about the same time as the Tet Offensive, U.S. Marines at _____________________ were under siege from the North Vietnamese Army for 11 weeks before finally winning the battle and ending the NVA’s siege, which some had feared would result in a communist victory similar to the one at ______________________________________ that had driven the French out of Vietnam in 1954.

85. How did the media’s reporting of Tet affect public opinion in the U.S?
86. What happened at My Lai?



87. What did LBJ announce on March 31, 1968?


88. The three main Democratic candidates for president in 1968 were ________________ _____________________, Eugene McCarthy, and Hubert H. Humphrey.

89. What happened to Bobby Kennedy on June 5, 1968?

90. What happened in July 1969 that added to the idea that there might be a “Kennedy Curse?”


91. What did Ted Kennedy do after the car wreck that was especially bad?


92. How did the Chappaquiddick Incident affect Ted Kennedy’s political career?


93. How did the events around the 1968 Democratic National Convention in Chicago affect the outcome of the 1968 election?



94. With the _________________________ mission on July 20, 1969, the U.S. became the first nation in history to __________________________________________________.

95. How did Nixon change the U.S.’s stance toward the People’s Republic of China (a.k.a. Communist China or Red China)?


96. What two foreign nations did Nixon visit in 1972?

97. What was détente?


98. SALT stood for __________________ ____________________ ___________________ _____________________________ and limited the U.S. and USSR’s ability to create more _______________________________________________________________.

99. Who was Daniel Ellsberg, and what did he do with the Pentagon Papers?


100. Why did Nixon try to block the publication of the Pentagon Papers?


101. What two results came from the publication of the Pentagon Papers?


102. Why was Nixon’s special political unit called “the Plumbers?”


103. In the 1972 election, ______________________________ defeated ________________________________ in the biggest electoral landslide in history.

104. What had Nixon promised to do about the Vietnam War?



105. What was Vietnamization?


106. Although Cambodia and Laos were officially neutral, what North Vietnamese route for soldiers and supplies ran through them on its way into South Vietnam?

107. What was the Cambodian Incursion?



108. What happened at a protest of the Cambodian Incursion at Kent State University on May 4, 1970?


109. Why do so many Vietnam vets hate Jane Fonda?

110. When did the U.S. withdraw all its ground troops from Vietnam?


111. The Vietnam War finally ended when _______________________________ won the war by capturing ____________________________________ on April 30, 1975.

112. Even though the U.S. won all the major battles it fought there, the Vietnam War is often remembered as the only _______________________________________________.

113. What political scandal began with a break-in at the Democratic National Committee’s headquarters on June 17, 1972?


114. It was later learned that the burglars were really members of ________________________________________.


115. What famous question did everyone later ask about Watergate?



116. Did Nixon order the Watergate break-in? _________ 

117. What did Nixon do when he learned that the Watergate break-in had been done by his “Plumbers?”


118. [bookmark: _GoBack]Who were Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein, and why are they important?



119. Who was Archibald Cox?

120. During the Watergate scandal, October 20, 1973 became known as the _________ ___________________________________________________; on that night, __________________________________________________ was fired, and Nixon’s attorney general and deputy attorney general both _______________________________.

121. What had President Nixon had installed in the White House (which turned out to be very unfortunate for him)?

122. What could Nixon be heard doing on one tape?


123. In late July 1974, what did the House Judiciary Committee recommend about President Nixon?

124. What did Nixon do on August 9, 1974?

125. Who became president after Nixon?

126. Many thought that Nixon might become the first former president to ________ ________________________________, but President Ford prevented that by granting Nixon a _______________ ________________________.

127. Why do most historians now think that Ford made the right decision by doing this?


128. What seems to have been the real reason why the Watergate break-in of the DNC offices happened?


129. For over 30 years after the Watergate scandal, one of the great mysteries about it was:  who was __________________________________?  This was a secret until 2005, when ______________________________________, who had been _______________ __________________________________________ during the Watergate years, came forward and admitted that he had been “Deep Throat” (and Woodward & Bernstein confirmed that he was telling the truth).

130. How did the Watergate scandal affect:

a. The balance of power between Congress and the next two presidents (after Nixon)?


b. The media?

