U.S. History
America Since Watergate
Unit Packet

Name: ____________________________________________			Period: ____

Instructions:  Use the information presented in the Power Point and lectures for this unit to answer the following questions.  The questions are in the same order as the information presented in the Power Point.
1. After President Nixon resigned in the Watergate scandal, he was succeeded as president by ___________________________________________________, who had served as Nixon’s _____________________________________________.

2. The _____________________________________________________ Act was passed after the Watergate scandal to ___________________________________ ______________________________________________________________.

3. What was the problem with inflation in the 1970s?



4. Before 1970, oil had only cost about ____________ per barrel, and gas often cost only about __________________ per gallon, but then _________________ began raising the price of oil; when OPEC _______________________________ oil to the U.S. during the Yom Kippur War in 1973, the price of oil rose to ____________ per barrel, and Americans were faced with a shortage of ________________________.

5. To deal with the ____________________ crisis, the U.S. government planned to use more ___________________ and ________________________ power, and also completed the __________________________________________________ to supply more American oil.  States were also pushed to enact a _______________ speed limit to improve cars’ gas mileage.

6. In 1977, _______________________________________ became the highest-grossing movie of all time; along with the success of  Jaws in 1975, this ushered in the modern era of summer _______________________________ movies.
7. _____________________________________, a ________________________ from Georgia, was elected president in 1976 and served in office from 1977 to 1981; he was a navy veteran, a ________________ farmer, and a former _________________ of Georgia; he is mostly remembered as a _______________________ leader and is the only president to have reported a UFO sighting and to have claimed to have been attacked by __________________________________________________________.

8. Under Carter, high _____________________________ returned and the ________________ crisis continued; there was also near-meltdown at the _______________________________ nuclear power plant, which led to America ending its plans to depend more on ________________________________ power, the ________________________________ Treaty that Carter negotiated was rejected by the Senate, and _________________ prices hit a new high of $________ per barrel.

9. At the _________________________ Accords in 1978, Carter hosted Egyptian President _____________________________________ and Israeli Prime Minister _______________ _______________________, who agreed to a ______________________________ in 1979.

10. The ____________________________________ Crisis began November 4, 1979 when radical Iranians led by ____________________________________________________ took over the _______________________________________________ in Tehran; _________ Americans were held hostage for the next 444 days; Carter’s ______________________ attempt, called Operation Eagle Claw, ______________________; Carter was then seen as _____________________________________ against Iran.

11. What did the Soviet Union do on Christmas, 1979?


12. What was the Miracle on Ice?


13. What did the U.S. do to protest the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan?


14. By 1980, Carter’s approval rating had dropped to ________ percent.

15. Who challenged Carter for the Democratic Party’s presidential nomination in 1980?

16. Who was the Republican Party’s candidate for president in 1980?


17. Reagan won the election with ____________ electoral votes vs. Carter’s _________ electoral votes.

18. Reagan was a former ____________________ and governor of California; he had a great sense of _____________________________ and was also the oldest president ever, elected at the age of _________ in 1980.

19. What happened the day that Reagan was inaugurated?



20. Who was Sandra Day O’Connor?


21. What happened to Reagan on March 30, 1981?


22. How did the assassination attempt affect Reagan’s popularity and public image?


23. How did Reagan change federal taxes?



24. After Reagan lowered federal tax rates, federal tax revenues ____________________ because _____________________________________________________________.

25. What did Reagan call the Soviet Union?

26. Why did Reagan increase military spending?


27. Reagan changed U.S. foreign policy from containment of communism to aggressively pressuring the Soviets and really trying to: _________________________________.

28. After several older leaders died, who became Premier of the USSR in 1985?

29. What happened to Korean Air Lines Flight 007?


30. Why did the Soviets almost launch a nuclear attack on the U.S. on September 26, 1983?


31. What did the Boland Amendments say?


32. What did Reagan tell his staff to do about the Contras?


33. What was the problem with Beirut in 1983?


34. What happened that caused Reagan to pull the Marines out of their peacekeeping mission in Beirut?


35. What happened on the island of Grenada in late 1983?


36. In the 1984 election, Reagan ran for reelection against Democratic candidate ____________________________________________, and won easily, taking _____ out of 50 states in the Electoral College.

37. Because nothing bad ever seemed to stick to him, President Reagan was nicknamed, ________________________________________ by the media; he was also called “the Great _____________________________________________.”

38. What happened to both TWA Flight 847 and the Achille Lauro cruise ship in 1985?


39. What happened to a disco in West Berlin on April 5, 1986?


40. Who was behind most of the terrorist attacks in 1985 and 1986?
41. What did President Reagan do in Operation El Dorado Canyon?


42. What famous tragedy happened on January 28, 1986?


43. What was the only scandal that ever stuck (at least temporarily) to President Reagan?


44. This scandal resulted from Reagan’s desire to _____________________________ ________________________________________________ and from the Boland Amendments’ restrictions on sending aid to help the _________________________ fight the Sandinista government in Nicaragua.

45. The Iran-Contra plan worked this way:  the U.S. gave weapons to _______________, which sold them to _____________________; Iran then used its influence to get Americans taken hostage by _____________________________ in Lebanon set free; money Iran paid to Israel for the weapons was put in a ________________________ _________________________________; money from the Swiss bank account then paid for aid to the _______________________________, which was a violation of the __________________________________ Amendments.

46. Iran-Contra became a scandal when the _________________________________ shot down a plane delivering supplies to the Contras, and the surviving crew member was found to be working for the __________________________.

47. Had Reagan personally ordered the arms-for-hostages (plus money to the Contras) deal?

48. Then why do critics still say that the Iran-Contra scandal was Reagan’s fault?


49. What commission was appointed to investigate the Iran-Contra scandal?

50. How many Reagan officials were indicted in the Iran-Contra investigation?

51. Out of the 14 indicted, _______ were convicted, including National Security Adviser John Poindexter and Colonel ___________________________________________, but their convictions were later __________________________________________, and the rest were ________________________________ by President George Bush.
52. When President Reagan met with Mikhail Gorbachev in 1985 and 1986, what was Reagan’s goal (what did Reagan want to do)?


53. Why did Reagan walk out of Reykjavik without making a deal with Gorbachev (hint:  what did Gorbachev demand)?


54. How did Reagan’s strategy of spending the Soviets into oblivion work?



55. By 1987, ______________________________ was desperate to make a deal and agreed to do so even if the U.S. kept ______________________________.

56. The 1987 INF Treaty signed by Reagan and Gorbachev marked the first time that:


57. Instead of saving communism and the Soviet Union, what did Gorbachev’s reforms do?


58. The symbolic end of the Cold War happened in ________________ (year) when ________________________________________________________________.

59. What is President Reagan’s legacy?


60. Who succeeded Reagan as president?

61. What happened in Operation Desert Storm/the Persian Gulf War?



62. Although Bush’s approval rating reached a record high of ______% during the Persian Gulf War, his approval rating dropped and he was vulnerable in his 1992 reelection campaign because __________________________________________.

63. The 1992 election was a 3-way race, with _______________________________ challenging President Bush as a third-party candidate, and _____________________ as the Democratic Party’s nominee.

64. The 1992 election ended with ________________________________________ being elected as the new president in spite of winning only ______% of the popular vote.

65. What kinds of issues hurt Bill Clinton as the new president?



66. As president, Clinton raised ____________ and cut ________________________; he also appointed his wife, ___________________________________, to create a national ______________________________________ plan, but it failed in Congress.

67. Why did Clinton become more moderate after 1994?


68. Perhaps Clinton’s biggest domestic policy achievement was his passage of Congress’s ___________________________ reform bill in 1996, which put limits on the length of time that individuals could receive such aid from the federal government.

69. In 1996, Clinton was reelected over the Republican candidate, __________________.

70. There were many terror attacks against America during Clinton’s presidency, starting with the 1993 bombing of the ____________________________________________ in New York City.

71. Most of these terror attacks were carried out by the ___________________________ terrorist network, led by _______________________________________________.

72. The biggest scandal during the Clinton years was ____________________________; during the investigation of this scandal, Special Prosecutor _____________________ found that Clinton had had an affair with a 21-year old White House intern named __________________________________________________________.

73. [bookmark: _GoBack]After Clinton was proven to have lied under oath in the Whitewater investigation, he was _______________________________ by the House of Representatives for ________________________ and ________________________________________.

74. In the 2000 election, Republican candidate __________________________________ was elected president over Democrat _____________________________________ after a controversial recount upheld that he had narrowly won the state of Florida.

75. George W. Bush’s presidency was defined by ___________________________, which led to the War on _______________________________ and Operation _____________________________________________________.

76. In 2004, Bush defeated Democrat _______________________________ to be reelected as president.

77. One of the largest domestic policy achievements of Bush 43 was the passage of the _________________________________________________________ law, which tied federal funding for public schools to standardized test scores.

78. After four years of unrest following the defeat of Saddam Hussein, Iraq became safer and more orderly due to the 2007 _________________________________ ordered by President Bush (43), until most U.S. troops were pulled out of Iraq in 2010.

79. Bush 43’s presidency ended after the start of a serious economic recession that began in ___________________ and was dealt with by government bailouts of banks and automakers that were considered “_______________________________________.”

80. In 2008, Democrat candidate ______________________________________ was elected president, making him America’s first __________________________ president; his major domestic policy achievement was the passage of the __________________________________________ Act, also known as “_______________________________________.”

81. Both George W. Bush and Barack Obama’s presidencies set new records for the most _________________________________ and the most Americans on ____________ ________________________________ in history.

82. ______________________________________ was killed May 1, 2011 by Navy SEAL Team 6; Robert O’Neill of _________________________________________ has been credited with shooting Bin Laden.

83. In spite of Bin Laden’s death, ____________________________ and ____________ continue to be major terrorist threats against the U.S.
